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useful to anyone who is faced with inorganic analyses. The book is well
printed and put together-as it should be at 2Y4 cents per page. The price
seems high even nowadays.
HAROLD G. CASSIDY
CHILD TRAINING AND PERSONALITY. By John W. M. Whiting and
Irvin L. Child. New Haven, Yale University Press, 1953. 350 pp. $5.00.
This book is a report of the authors' investigations concerned with the
interrelationships between the early experiences of an individual as they
affect his personality and the personality characteristics of the individual as
they determine the beliefs and practices of his society. They approached this
complex question by making use of cross-cultural techniques utilizing the
correlational method to test general hypotheses about culture and personal-
ity.
The source material utilized in the study consists of extracts from eth-
nographic reports about the culture of 75 primitive societies, which were
selected because the descriptions contained the material the authors felt was
necessary to fulfill their criteria. The document representative of our own
society chosen for inclusion is the study by Davis and Havighurst (1946,
1947) made in Chicago in the early 1940's.
The methodology employed by the authors and the definition of their
terminology is clearly described so that the reader should have little diffi-
culty in placing himself within their frame of reference. This writer feels
that inclusion of more descriptive and illustrative material would have made
it easier to follow the development of their hypotheses.
For their interpretation of the effect of certain child care practices on
personality development, the authors have utilized psychoanalytic theory
reformulated in terms of learning theory. Thus they follow a method which
promises to be increasingly fruitful in the understanding of personality
development: that of restating existing psychoanalytic principles and deriv-
ing additional hypotheses from the broad outlines of psychoanalysis, posing
them in a form in which they can be tested.
The authors contribute an approach to future research which deserves the
careful consideration of those persons interested in this field of study.
The book is not intended to be interpreted as giving advice on child care
and training and the reader who is interested in it primarily from this
viewpoint is cautioned against trying to take this over into his own child
care practices.
SALLY PROVENCE
ESSENTIALS OF PHYSIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY. By Arthur K. Anderson.
New York, John Wiley and Sons Inc.; London, Chapman and Hall Limi-
ted, 1953. vi + 480 pp., 42 figures, 11 tables. $5.00.
By virtue of its dynamic nature the science of physiological chemistry is
notorious for the vigor with which it resists the setting down in print of its
fundamental concepts. Mr. Anderson, in his Essentials of Physiological
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Chemistry has to an admirable degree overcome this resistance. This, the
fourth edition of a tried and proven work which made its first appearance
in 1935, adheres to certain structural characteristics which established the
success of earlier editions, namely, the avoidance of unnecessary indulgence
in controversial topics, since, in the basic stages of study of a subject, "it
seems unwise to confuse the student with arguments pro and con"; refusal
to submit the reader, as do so many other texts, to the enraging indignity of
prolonged discussion of the author's currently cherished topic of research;
incorporation and coordination of theory with a description of relevant basic
and classic laboratory experiments; a general, not over detailed, yet thor-
ough treatment of the fundamentals of the subject, such that the book is, at
the same time, a sufficiently fluent introduction for the beginner in physio-
logical chemistry, as well as a valuable review for the more advanced
worker.
Changes in this edition include a rewriting of the chapters on blood,
carbohydrate metabolism and enzymes. The sections on chemotherapy, hor-
mones, biological use of isotopes and vitamins have been brought up to date.
In this otherwise well-planned work, it is sometimes disconcerting that
the author, while entitling his book Essentials of Physiological Chemistry,
and defining this subject as "Animal biochemistry, which is an outgrowth of
animal physiology," makes numerous and (or so it appeared to this
reviewer) unrelated references to the field of phytochemistry.
J. c. c.
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